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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yoshiura et al. US (6,131,162) in view of lida US (6,209,787). 

As per claim 1 ,4-5, and 9-1 1 : Yoshiura discloses 

An information processing apparatus for transmitting content to another 

apparatus via a network, said information processing apparatus comprising: 

• An encryption unit operable to encrypt the content; (item 1 15 of FIG. 2 and 
Col 12, lines7-8) 

• An authentication unit operable to perform an authentication procedure 
with the another apparatus when the another apparatus requests 

- permission to receive the encrypted content, said authentication 

procedure providing an authentication result; (items 1 14 and 122 of FIG. 2 
and Col 12, lines 4-7) 
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• A transmitter operable to transmit a decryption key for decrypting the 
encrypted content to the another apparatus based on said authentication 
result; (Col 13, lines 8-13) 

• A first obtaining unit operable to obtain identification information of the 
another apparatus based on said authentication result; (Col 14, lines 26- 
34) 

• A first counting unit operable to count a total number of units desiring to 
receive the encrypted content based on said identification information; 
Yoshiura et al. do not explicitly explain a counting unit in the system. 
However lida teaches the using of a counting unit (column 47, lines 53-64) 
to count the number of times for which the musical composition is used 
(Column 52, lines 58-68). Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Yoshiura with the teaching of lida to count the total number of 
units desiring to receive any specific content. One would be motivated to 
do so in order to keep track of user access to specific content for 
accounting purposes. 

• A storage unit operable to store said identification information of the 
another apparatus; and (Col 12, lines 9-10) 

• A controller operable to control a total number of units approved to receive 
the encrypted content based on said total number of units desiring to 
receive the encrypted content. (Col 13, lines 8-26) 
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As per claim 2: Yoshiura discloses 

An information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

• a second obtaining unit operable to obtain a number of additional units 
desiring to receive the encrypted content from the another apparatus 
based on said authentication result; and (Col 15, lines 39-42 / multiple 
providers and right holders system) 

• A second counting unit operable to count a total number of units of the 
another apparatus desiring to receive the encrypted content based on said 
number of additional units distribution; Yoshiura et al. do not explicitly 
explain a counting unit in the system. However lida teaches the using of a 
counting unit (column 47, lines 53-64) to count the number of times for 
which the musical composition is used (Column 52, lines 58-68). 
Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Yoshiura with the 
teaching of lida to count the total number of units desiring to receive any 
specific content. One would be motivated to do so in order to keep track of 
user access to specific content for accounting purposes. 

As per claim 3: Yoshiura discloses 

An information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

• an information updating unit operable to delete said identification 
information stored in said storage unit and to reset said total number of 
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units approved to receive the encrypted content when said decryption key 
is changed, (items 11103 and 1801 of FIG. 19; Col 24 lines 41) 

As per claim 6: 

information processing apparatus for receiving content from apparatus network, 
said information processing apparatus comprising: 

• A first transmitter operable to transmit the first apparatus a request for 
permission receive content; (Col 23, lines 8-11) 

• authentication unit operable perform first authentication procedure with the 
first apparatus, said first authentication procedure producing a first 
authentication result; (items 1 14 and 122 of FIG. 2 and Col 12, lines 4-7) 

• receiver operable to receive from the first apparatus a first decryption key 
for decrypting the content based on first authentication result; (Col 13, 
lines 8-13) 

• a second transmitter operable to transmit the content received from the 
first apparatus to a second apparatus via a second network; (Col 13, lines 
22-26) 

• a second authentication unit operable to perform a second authentication 
procedure with said second apparatus when a request for permission to 
receive the content is made from said second apparatus, said second 
authentication procedure producing a second authentication result; (Col 
24, lines 21-31) 
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• a third transmitter operable to transmit a second decryption key to said 
second apparatus based on said second authentication result; (Col 13, 
lines 8-13) 

• a first obtaining unit operable to obtain identification information of said 
second apparatus based on said second authentication result; (Col 14, 
lines 26-34) 

• a first counting unit operable to count a number of units desiring to receive 
the content based on said identification information; Yoshiura et al. do not 
explicitly explain a counting unit in the system. However lida teaches the 
using of a counting unit (column 47, lines 53-64) to count the number of 
times for which the musical composition is used (Column 52, lines 58-68). 
Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Yoshiura with the 
teaching of lida to count the total number of units desiring to receive any 
specific content. One would be motivated to do so in order to keep track of 
user access to specific content for accounting purposes. 

• a storage unit operable to store said identification information of said 
second apparatus; and (Col 12, lines 9-10) 

• a controller operable to control a number of units approved to receive the 
content based on said number of units desiring to receive the content. (Col 
13, lines 8-26) 

As per claim 7: 
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An information processing apparatus according to Claim 6, further 
comprising: 

• a decryption unit operable to decrypt the content; and (item 1 1 5 of FIG. 
2 and Col 12, lines7-8) 

• an encryption unit operable to encrypt the content decrypted by said 
decryption unit, (item 14 of FIG. 2 and Col 12, lines 17-21) 

As per claim 8: Yoshiura discloses 

information processing apparatus according to Claim 6, further comprising: 

• a fourth transmitter operable to transmit said number of units desiring to 
receive the content to the first apparatus based on said first authentication 
result; (Col 15, lines 38-42; Yoshiura describes one embodiment of his 
invention containing a plurality of providers and right holders, the providers 
are the transmitters) 

• a second obtaining unit operable to obtain a number if additional units 
desiring to receive the content from said second apparatus based on said 
authentication result; and (Col 14, lines 26-34) 

• a second counting unit operable to count a total number of units of said 
second apparatus desiring to receive the content based on said number of 
additional units. Yoshiura et al. do not explicitly explain a counting unit in 
the system. However lida teaches the using of a counting unit (column 47, 
lines 53-64) to count the number of times for which the musical 
composition is used (Column 52, lines 58-68). Therefore, it would be 
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obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Yoshiura with the teaching of lida to count 
the total number of units desiring to receive any specific content. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to keep track of user access to 
specific content for accounting purposes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Firas Alomari whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7963. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, AYAZ SHEIKH can be reached on (571)272-3795. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Firas Alomari 
Examiner 



PRltdARY EXAMINER 
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